CALDECOTE PARISH COUNCIL
(South Cambridgeshire District)
MINUTES
A meeting of this Council was held Online
On Thursday 1st April 2021.
Members of the public are reminded that copies of reports and supporting documentation for
agenda items can be obtained from the Parish Council website, http://caldecote.gov.uk or upon
request to the Parish Clerk.
Present: Cllr Helen Cartwright (HC, Chair), Cllr John Barker (JB), Cllr Chris Corcoran (CC), Cllr
Polly Field (PF), Cllr and District Cllr Tumi Hawkins (TH), Cllr Jack Lang (JL) Cllr Nicola Pritchard
(NP) and Cllr Claire Robinson (CR).
In Attendance: Alan Melton, Parish Clerk, Katy Reeves, Deputy Clerk. There were 13 members
of the public present.
1.

Public open forum –
A resident commented on the proposal to be discussed under agenda item 6 to ban
dogs from the recreation ground, stating that he feels that this would be unenforceable
and is not in favour of a ban. It was noted that the issue of dog fouling has been spoken
about for many years. When the football season is underway the coaches keep the
pitches clear; however, during the winter and when football training is not taking place
the issue is always worse. It has become much more of a problem this year under
lockdown and it will be of interest to hear what the Parish Council can suggest to reduce
the problem. It was noted that several other village recreation grounds visited by the
football team do ban dogs.
A resident raised the issue of loud music, shouting and swearing in the evening on the
recreation ground, which disturbs residents in Grafton Drive that live in the properties
that back onto the field. It was felt that the problem is becoming worse over the last few
years. The Parish Council was asked whether there is a way to redirect those using the
recreation ground in the evenings away from the houses.
A resident raised concerns about the proposed routes for East-West Rail that have
been released, reporting that she has received a letter with information on the portion of
the route that will pass through her land.
A resident noted that she had written to the Parish Council to raise the issue of dog
fouling on the recreation ground. She did not favour a ban but is concerned about the
safety of those using the recreation ground, particularly children, is fed up with people
complaining about the issue and feels that something needs to be done about it.
A resident asked whether there is anything that can be done as a village about the EastWest Rail proposals and whether the Parish Councils of neighbouring villages are
communicating with each other. The Cllrs noted that such communication is happening.

2.

Apologies for absence – There were no apologies for absence.

3.

Members’ declarations of pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests – Cllr Nicola
Pritchard declared a pecuniary interest in planning applications 20/02553/CONDA and
20/02553/NMA1, to be reported under agenda item 8 as the applicant.

4.

Chairman’s Announcements – There were no announcements.
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5.

Minutes of the last Meeting – An amendment to the minutes of the Council meeting
held on 4th March 2021 was proposed: that item 1 should be amended to state that “A
resident asked whether there have been any updates on the Local Plan since the last
meeting”. The minutes, as amended were approved as a correct record. The Parish
Clerk will arrange for the minutes to be signed by the Chairman in due course.
Proposed HC, seconded CC.
Cllr T Hawkins queried the information provided under item 9 in the minutes of the
March Parish Council meeting, noting that it been agreed at the February meeting that a
written brief for the Pavilion upgrade would be prepared by the Clerk. The Clerk
responded that the architect is preparing the brief following a meeting with the
Chairman, Clerk and two other Councillors to express the points made by members. Cllr
Hawkins noted her objection to this course of action.
5a Actions
•

East West Railway – update. Cllr T Hawkins reported that the public
consultation on the proposed routes for the approach to Cambridge has begun.
Letters have been sent to all landowners that might be affected. It was noted
that this is government-backed nationally significant infrastructure project and
that East West Rail has been set up as a company to deliver the project. As
such, it is going to happen. Cllr Hawkins has requested a one-to-one meeting
with East West Rail representatives to discuss issues raised by those in the
ward that will be affected. Residents are therefore asked to contact Cllr Hawkins
with their comments.
Cllr Hawkins noted that the Cambourne North Station to Cambridge South
Station is one of the preferred routes at this stage (route 9) and showed a slide
with information on a viaduct that would be proposed to cross the top of
Caldecote. Further clarification on the route and its impact on the village will be
sought at the meeting with East-West Rail and provided to residents.
Cllr Chris Corcoran shared a document containing information gathered from the
consultation documentation and noted that a Cambourne South Station would
have less impact on Caldecote.
Cllr Nicola Pritchard noted that as many other villages in the area campaigned
for Cambourne North Station, there is a risk that Caldecote could be left
standing alone if pushing for a Cambourne South Station and asked whether it
would be possible to employ a consultant to help the Parish Council to prepare a
case.
Cllr Jack Lang stated that the Parish Council should concentrate on how the
proposed plans would affect those in Caldecote wanting to commute and ensure
their routes to work are optimised.
Cllr Hawkins stated that it will be important to ensure that it is clear what the
Council wants to achieve and whether it is realistic.
Cllr J Barker stated that the Parish Council should decide on a preferred route
and then fight for it.
Cllr H Cartwright proposed that a subgroup of Parish Councillors be set up to
gather more information on the proposed routes and to reach out to the other
Parish Councils that would be similarly affected by route 9. It was agreed that
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the following members would form the subgroup: Cllr Chris Corcoran, Cllr Tumi
Hawkins and Cllr Nicola Pritchard.
The discussion will be continued at the next meeting.

6.

•

Lockdown party – Cllr Polly Field reported that the party on Saturday and
Sunday 31st July and 1st August will go ahead dependent on weather and that
the Council will need to apply for an alcohol licence approximately 1 month
before the party. Volunteers (approx. 6) are required to help to organize the
party. Cllr T Hawkins raised concerns about holding a party so close to the end
of lockdown.

•

Land Transfers – The Clerk reported that the Parish Council’s solicitors have
informed him that some of the plots intended to be transferred are subject to
covenants that require them to remain as public open space or for a purpose
incidental to it for the recreation and enjoyment of the public at large. The Clerk
has enquired as to whether the covenants can be lifted, with any costs to be
covered by those to whom the land will be transferred.

•

Website – It was agreed that a subgroup, consisting of Cllr Tumi Hawkins, Cllr
Chris Corcoran and the Deputy Clerk be delegated responsibility to make
decisions about changes/ additions to the website.

Dog Fouling – The Chairman reported that the Council intends to consider how dog
mess can be banned from the playing area on the recreation ground. The Clerk noted
that a byelaw could be instituted to prevent dogs being allowed on the field but that this
would be a complicated process and expensive and difficult to police. Several
suggestions were discussed. It was agreed that several steps will be taken in the first
instance, with it being made clear that the Parish Council do not wish to ban dogs from
the recreation ground but may need to look at this in the future if the situation does not
improve:
- Signs will be placed on the gate and elsewhere asking dog owners to ensure that
they pick up any dog mess.
Action: L&A working group
- The existence of CCTV cameras covering the recreation ground will be advertised,
with the possibility of fining those that do not pick up dog mess being considered.
- The offer by a group of volunteers to monitor the field and pick up any dog mess
found will be accepted and the Council will provide bags for this purpose.
- The Clerk will investigate the possibility and potential costs of providing more dog
bins and a bag dispenser.
Action: Clerk
It was further agreed that a picnic table will be placed at the corner of the recreation
ground furthest from the houses on Grafton Drive to encourage those using the field in
the evenings to congregate in this area.

7.

Report from the District Councillor – District Cllr T Hawkins provided a monthly report
(see attached). The report included the following points:
•
•
•
•
•

A reminder that there is a rapid COVID testing centre at The Hub in Cambourne.
The workplace testing programme has been expanded to allow home test kits to
be sent to companied with more than 10 workers.
SCDC has launched a £30,000 Covid Recovery grants programme for villages
that is open to all parish councils and community groups.
Information on vaccine data for South Cambridgeshire villages and the possible
impact of vaccine hesitancy on the control of the pandemic.
Information on the government’s decision not to extend legislation allowing
councils to meet online beyond the end of the month.
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•
•
•
8.

The announcement that SCDC/ Cambridge City have 6.1 yrs of housing land
supply.
An update on the Local Plan, which is at the stage of gaining a rough idea of
spatial strategy.
An update on the extension of construction working hours to 30 September
2021.

Planning Applications
20/02553/CONDA and 20/02553/NMA1: Non-Material Amendment (Section 96A).
Approval of Details of Reserved Conditions. (For information only, the applicant is a
member of the council)
21/00488/OUT: Outline planning permission for residential house with all matters
reserved at: 34 East Drive, Highfields, Caldecote
It was RESOLVED to make no objections to the application. Proposed HC, seconded
JL. Cllr T Hawkins abstained from the vote.
21/00665/HFUL: Single Story rear extension to create sunroom linked to rear lounge.
At: 2 Grayway Close, Highfields, Caldecote.
It was RESOLVED to make no objections to the application. Proposed CC, seconded
HC. Cllr T Hawkins abstained from the vote.
21/00691/CLUED: Certificate of lawfulness under S191 for existing loft conversion with
3 no rooflight windows. At: Northwind, Highfields, Caldecote.
It was RESOLVED to make no objections to the application. Proposed CC, seconded
HC. Cllr T Hawkins abstained from the vote.

9.

Pavilion – update There was nothing further to report (see agenda item 5)

10.

CAPALC membership – It was agreed that the Parish Council will resume their
CAPALC membership for this financial year but do not wish to take up the option of a
DPO service. Proposed CC, seconded TH

11.

Financial Reports –
• Summary of receipts and payments. A report on the on current budget vs.
expenditure dated 26th March 2021 was received and approved.
• Bank Reconciliation. The bank reconciliation dated 25th March 2021 was received
and approved.
• Accounts for payment. The schedule of payments (attached) was received. It was
RESOLVED that the payment of bills be approved, except for the invoice from CGM, as
the council would prefer to pay after the work has been carried out.

12.

Caretaker – The Clerk reported that the Council’s Cleaner/ Litter Picker has resigned. It
was agreed that recruitment for a replacement, including any changes need to the role,
will be discussed at the next L&A Working group meeting.

13.

Leisure and Amenities report – Cllr P Field reported that the installation of the new
playground equipment for the Furlong Way Park is now complete, except for some
matting that will be put down under the smallest unit. Top soil will be needed for this to
be completed. It was agreed that topsoil at an approximate cost of £110 will be
purchased.
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14.

Welcome Pack. The creation of a welcome pack to be given to those moving into
houses on the new developments in the village and its possible distribution with the
Caldecote Journal was discussed. It was agreed that an A4 sheet with village
information, including some history of the village (to be discussed with the Local History
Group) will be created, and will be included with the Journal when people start moving
into the new houses.

15.

Correspondence –
• Fence and land at 102a West Drive. The Clerk reported that correspondence had
been received from the owner of 102a West Drive with a complaint about the
maintenance of the fence and land next to the fence. The Clerk reported that the
Council do not own the fence or the ransom strip that runs alongside it and that this has
been explained to the correspondent.
• Cambridge Housing Trajectory - comments. This was discussed under agenda
item 7.
• Grafton Drive - Wayleave. The Clerk reported that Power Networks UK have asked
to bury a cable under land to the bottom of the recreation ground. It was agreed that the
Clerk will enquire about possible payment.
• Transfer of Public Transport Function from CCC to Combined Authority. It was
agreed that Cllr H Cartwright and Cllr T Hawkins will liaise to make comment on the
consultation.
• Quad Bikes on the bridlepath. The Clerk reported that correspondence has been
received about problems associated with quad bikes on the bridlepath. It was agreed
that the Clerk will contact Highways to ask them to look into this.
• Safety mirrors on roundabouts. The Clerk reported on a request to install a mirror to
improve visibility at the roundabout at the end of West Drive. It was noted that this
would need to be requested from Highways. Cllr T Hawkins asked whether the council
could consider applying for a Highways Grant.
• Trees at Grafton Drive. It was reported that CGM have not yet completed the work in
this area and agreed that the Clerk will follow up. The Clerk further reported that a
resident has requested permission to clear some of the trees/ bushes on the Parish
Council-owned land adjacent to their property in order to allow access to their garden. It
was agreed that this would be allowed but that it be noted that no wayleave/ right of way
is implied and the work should be carried out at the resident’s own cost.
• Caldecote Journal. It was agreed that the Clerk will prepare the Council’s
contribution to the next addition of the Journal.
• Wildlife Trust. The Clerk reported on an email from the new Communities & Wildlife
Officer at the Wildlife Trust, requesting an invitation to attend a Parish Council meeting
to introduce herself. It was agreed that this would be welcomed.

16.

Clerk’s report – There was nothing further to report.

17.

Councillor Reports–
Cllr P Field reported that she has attended a Gypsy, Roma and Traveller inclusion
workshop and will liaise with the Clerk and Chairman regarding a programme of work to
be considered.
Cllr Field proposed the introduction of a Duke of Edinburgh volunteer programme. It was
agreed that this will be discussed at the next L&A meeting.
Cllr J Barker proposed that the council considers the installation of radar speed warning
signs at each end of the village. Cllr Barker also noted that lockdown has seen an
increase in the number of pedestrians, runners and cyclists using Main Street and
asked whether the County Council could be contacted to discuss what can be done to
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reduce the speed of vehicles through the village. It was agreed that the Clerk and Chair
will seek a meeting with the Highways Department of the County Council.
Cllr T Hawkins reported that she has discussed the Council’s decision to allow
wildflower seed planting on the land next to the social club with the resident that had
enquired about the use of this land and has been looking into possible sources of
funding.
Cllr Hawkins drew attention to recently announced changes to the Stagecoach Citi4
service, which will no longer call at Madingley Road Park and Ride.
Cllr Hawkins noted that a letter has been sent by the leader of SCDC to thank
communities on the anniversary of the first lockdown in 2020.
Cllr Hawkins recommended that any outcomes of the Gypsy, Roma and Traveller
workshop should be brought to the full council.
Cllr J Lang reported that a survey of great crested newts will be taking place in the
village.
Cllr N Pritchard asked whether a sign could be placed at the entrance of the village
asking for no parking on the verges. It was agreed that the Clerk will look into this.
18.

Dates and times of the next meeting – Thursday 13st May 2021
The Open Meeting Closed at 9.05 pm

Signed: ___________________
Dated: _______________

Parish Clerk: Alan Melton, 20 St. Martins Road, Chatteris, Cambs PE16 6JF
Email: parishclerk@caldecote.gov.uk

6

SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS: to consider and approve the schedule of payments. * = cost incurred
as a result of vandalism.
Key to Frequency (Freq) codes:
O = ‘one-off’ or intermittent regular payment with no set frequency.
T = Termly (usually associated with youth club payments which get invoiced on a termly basis) A =
Annually. M = Monthly. Q = Quarterly. ½ = Half-Yearly.
Payments made since last meeting that require Council approval

Payment
date
11/3/21

Voucher #

Amount

To

182

87.72

BT

15/3/21

183

10.00

16/03/21

184

37.05

24/03/21

186

132.47

24/03/21

185

396.63

24/03/21

187-190

1789.94

For

Pavilion
broadband
Nicola
Community
Pritchard
support
phone
British Gas Pavilion
electricity
Cambs.
Pension
Pensions
contributions
March 2021
HMRC
PAYE
March 2021
Staff
Salaries
salaries
March 2021

Budget
Code
38

Freq

34

M

36

M

32

M

33

M

26,27,28,29 M

New payments yet to be made requiring Council approval

Amount

To

For

Budget Code

Freq

19.50

Katy Reeves

6

M

240.25

Alan Melton

5

M

518.40

Huttie

41

O

1769.24

CGM

54

O

517.86 (+ £50 if
include DPO
membership
scheme)
209.81
103.20

CAPALC

Expenses
March 21
Expenses
March 21
Electrical work
at Pavilion
(reposition
floodlights)
1/8 grounds
maintenance
contract (March
21)
Membership fee

23

A

Film licence
Fire
extinguisher
service

16
39

A
A

MPLC
New Flame

7

M

South Cambridgeshire District Council – Caldecote Ward
(comprises the Parishes of Caldecote, Childerley, Kingston, Bourn, Longstowe & Little Gransden)

Councillor’s Monthly Report – April 2021
This report of previous month events is for all the Ward, so please be aware that some of the content
may not be relevant to your particular Parish.

General

Please contact me with comments, questions, problems, reports, suggestions or complaints to do
with SCDC services. These are housing need, housing repairs for council tenants, planning,
benefits, council tax, bin collection, environmental health issues etc. Don’t fight on your own. I am
available to help you to get the best outcome possible for your situation.
If you have time to spare – check out articles on my blog http://www.TumiHawkins.org.uk. What I
post on there is my view and not LibDem or South Cambs official policy unless I state that it is.
IMPORTANT REMINDERS
These are items in my previous reports that require action due to time limitations or important.
Rapid Covid Tests

If you need a rapid test, then remember a Rapid Testing Centre is available at The Hub, High
Street, Cambourne, CB23 6GW, 8am-8pm, Mon-Sat. It is for key workers and people who are
unable to work from home who are showing no symptoms to get tested if they are worried. You
can book test at https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/rapidtesting
COVID19 UPDATE
Good news: Lockdown #3 unlocking

Stage 1B of lockdown came into force on Monday 29th March. That means the following apply:
1. Rule of 6 or two households can meet outdoors only. Do not let anyone outside your
household come indoors.
2. Outdoor sport and leisure facilities can now open
3. Organised outdoor sports for children and adults can take place
4. Outdoor parent and child group - up to 15 parents
5. Stay at home – continue to work from home if you can
6. Stay local - keep travel to minimum if you have to go out
7. Funerals (up to 30) and weddings (up to 6)
8. Travel abroad – banned for now other than for permitted reasons. No holidays.
Please remain cautious, even if you’ve had the vaccine. This is because the vaccine takes two to
three weeks to work and for a full course, two doses are required. It is still possible to catch COVID
after having had the vaccine, so please continue to sanitise your hands, wear your mask to cover
your face and social distance.

District Councillor Tumi Hawkins
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Find the full details of easing lockdown at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid19response-spring-2021/covid-19-response-spring-2021-summary
Workplace testing programme expands to offer free rapid home testing

On 28 March the Government announced that, from 6 April, the workplace testing programme will
supply home test kits to companies with over ten workers where it is not possible to set up testing
on-site. This could be due to a lack of space or because a company operates across multiple sites.
Over 60,000 businesses across the country have already registered their interest to provide rapid
tests to key workers.
District Councillor Tumi

Businesses are encouraged to register before 12 April in order to access free tests until the end of
June, even if they’re not yet open or are not able to start using the tests straight away.
Business Grants

The District Council has now paid out £10,570,066 in Government grants to 4,447 businesses for
the recent lockdowns running from November 2020 onwards, and it will be paying out further sums
over coming weeks. We continue to do everything we can to support all businesses regardless of
their size or turnover through our website, our newsletter and by direct contact with our expert
business support team - we have advised a staggering 2000 businesses over the past 12 months.
In addition, we have been running a series of 7 Business Webinars and are planning 7 more with the
one in July entitled Rebuilding the Greater Cambridge Supply Chain post Covid. It will focus on
the Food and Drinks sector and so should be of great interest to our pubs, restaurants and
takeaways. Watch out for further information.
Business rates relief

On 25 March, the Government announced £1.5 billion further funding for councils to provide
additional targeted support to those businesses that have not already received business rates relief.
The funding will be allocated to councils based on the stock of properties in the area whose sectors
have been affected by the coronavirus outbreak and they will use their knowledge to make awards
to local businesses. The Government will work with and support local government to enable
ratepayers to apply as soon as possible this year.
Covid Recovery Grants for Villages:
SCDC has just launched an additional £30,000 Community Chest grant programme specifically for
Covid Recovery. The aim is to help local community groups and parish councils resume activities
that might have been stopped due to Covid or which have tailed off in recent months.
The Council’s Grants Advisory Committee temporarily amended the rules around the eligibility
criteria for its Community Chest Grant scheme for the next two months to allow applications for
these grants of up to £2,000.
Previously, few parish councils could apply to the scheme as the criteria stipulated they had to have
fewer than 160 registered electors. But for the next eight weeks, it will be open to all parish
councils and community groups – including new ones that are now setting up. Applications are
being accepted until 10 May 2021, with submissions being reviewed at the May 28 Grants Advisory
Committee meeting.

District Councillor Tumi Hawkins
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Meanwhile, the normal Community Chest Grant scheme continues to run for community groups for
a maximum grant of £1,000.
Applying for a Covid Recovery Community Chest Grant is the same as applying for a standard
Community Chest Grant. The applicant simply selects which type of grant they are applying for at
the start of the process with all other criteria being the same. You will find more information at
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-development/grants/community-chest-grants/
Vaccinations Vaccination data - Localised for South Cambridgeshire villages

A new LGA report provides some data-led insight into the number of South Cambridgeshire adult
residents who have received at least one dose of the vaccine. The report shows that, as of 18 March,
63,470 of South Cambridgeshire's 141,203 residents aged 16 or older have received at least one
dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. This equates to a first dose vaccination rate of 44,949 per 100,000 or
44.95%. South Cambridgeshire's vaccination rate is greater than the England average of 41,037 per
100,000 (41.04 %) and ranks South Cambridgeshire 112 out of 188 districts in England.
The report also breaks down the numbers into an almost village-by-village level. Most villages are
put into groups of two or three communities, but our larger villages, such as Sawston, are presented
as standalone entries. The data also provides a breakdown of residents by age group.
For example, for the week ending 21/03/2021 for Highfields and Hardwick 4092 residents over 16
have received at least oone dose of vaccine. Check it out here
https://reports.esd.org.uk/reports/8167?pat=LA&pa=E07000012%3AMLSOA
Vaccine hesitancy

Academic research published last week suggests high numbers of people refusing to take a
COVID19 vaccine could increase the mortality rate by up to eight times compared with ideal
vaccination uptake when restrictions are relaxed. The latest report by the Imperial College London
COVID-19 response team evaluates the potential impact of vaccine hesitancy on the control of the
pandemic and suggests high vaccine hesitancy could prolong the need for non-pharmaceutical
interventions, for example social distancing, to remain in place.
If you know anyone who is hesitant, please do your best to encourage them.
Virtual/Remote Meetings

At the beginning of lockdown 1, the Government enacted legislation to enable Councils to meet
online. That will be stopping at the end of this month. I think it is a very short-sighted decision and
just beggars belief that the Government cannot find a way to allow this to continue for County,
District, Town and Parish Councils. Moving to remote meetings has allowed all of us to protect our
councillors, our officers and the public which is surely just as important now as it was 12 months
ago. Very few councils will have large enough spaces to allow all of the elected members to
participate in meetings whilst at the same time socially distancing.
We have seen increased participation from members of the public who will now not be able to
participate from home and can only do so in person. To add insult to injury, the Government is now
consulting on the impact of remote meetings to see if they can incorporate it into future legislation.
Putting cart before horse comes to mind! Go figure.
PLANNING

District Councillor Tumi Hawkins
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Five Year Housing Land Supply (5YHLS)

The big good news here is that South Cambs jointly with Cambridge City have a 6.1 years of
housing land supply. We announced this a week ago and it takes effect on 1st April. It is critical to
avoiding fake news or scaremongering in certain quarters.
This 5YHLS figure of 6.1 years will reassure residents that we can move ahead applying our Local
Plan policies for affordable housing, standards, sustainable locations, green belt and place-making
without fear of rampant speculative and unsustainable development being imposed on villages and
towns. Not meeting that threshold meant that it was difficult to refuse planning applications, as the
government considered that the local plan polices were “out of date”.
Those who were around pre-2018 when the Council did not have a 5YHLS will remember the
carnage that it brough to some villages as developers bombarded the council with speculative
applications, a lot of which got approved at appeal. Caldecote had the two large sites as a result –
the Linden Site (140 houses) and Balfour Beatty site (58) both of which are now being built out.
We still have work to do in the coming year to make sure that we keep on target. And we will do
our best. I also encourage communities and Parish Councils to please work with us, so that we make
sure that as best as it within our powers to do so, that developments are delivered in the most
appropriate locations
Greater Cambridge Local Plan Update

a. The work on this is now at the stage where a rough idea of spatial strategy is beginning to take
shape. What I can say for now is that the guiding principles are
• Reducing climate impacts through compact development located where active and
sustainable travel can be maximised
• Making best use of suitable brownfield land
• Making best use of existing and committed key sustainable transport infrastructure.
• Supporting rural communities to thrive and sustain services
This means we are looking at a combination of the 8 spatial strategies that came out of the First
Conversation Issues and Options consultation that happened last year. We are working toward
further public consultation later this year. Watch this space.
Making Historical Buildings Green

As you know, the UK and the Council have committed to achieving net zero carbon by 2050. To
help with achieving this target, there are new energy standards to be applied to new homes. But
there is a huge stock of existing homes that need to be improved to these standards. We recognise it
is particularly challenging for historic buildings and that is why we have put together information
on the Council’s planning website that provides advice to owners on how to do this. Check it out at
https://greatercambridgeplanning.org/historic-environment/making-historic-homes-moreenergyefficient/
Parish Planning Forum

I hope that the councillors that attended the last parish planning meetings found it useful. We are
committed to continuing to work closely with parishes and providing information and training.
Please let me know of any specific training you think you require for the future. As always, if you
have concerns about any application in your villages, please contact your Area Team Manager in
the first instance to talk things through. If difficulties persist, then do let me know. You will find
District Councillor Tumi Hawkins
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contact details here https://greatercambridgeplanning.org/about-us/contactus/developmentmanagement-area-teams/
Extension of Construction Working Hours – Update

You may recall that last year, Government instructed Councils to approve requests from developers
to extend construction working hours temporarily, up to 9pm Monday to Saturday, up to 1 April
2021. We could only refuse if there were very compelling reasons against it. This was to enable
sites to operate safely in accordance with social distancing rules.
The Government has updated those guidelines through a WMS (Written Ministerial Statement)
extending the period from 1 April 2021 to 30 September 2021. The planning service has just 14
days to consider any such application and will notify parish councils of that request. If you have
comments to make on the request, please do so very rapidly.
COMMUNITIES
Northstowe Community

South Cambs is making a multi-million-pound investment in Northstowe. We are acquiring the
Local Centre and Enterprise Zone in Phase 1, for £5.05million. We will be working with the local
businesses and residents to shape the plans for this area, including the Community Building that
will sit within the local centre. Find out more about it at https://www.scambs.gov.uk/councilinvestsmore-than-5-million-in-northstowe-community-facilities-and-business-space/?
New Police Station at Milton

The Planning Committee approved plans for the new Cambridgeshire Police hub to be built near the
Park & Ride at Milton. It is an opportunity for the Police move into modern facilities that will
enable them to work more efficiently and increase custody provision to meet the growing
population of the area. There will still be a presence at Parkside. Works is expected to start toward
the end of 2021, for the building to be ready for use mid 2023. Read more about it at
https://www.cambs.police.uk/news-and-appeals/milton-hub-approved?
Mental Health Support

Wild Mind is a program that helps young people aged 14 - 17 who are experiencing mental health
problems. The program was developed by South Cambridgeshire District Council in collaboration
with Cambridge Sports Lakes Trust. Its objective is to improve the mental health through group
physical outdoor activities such as paddle boarding, bush craft and survival skills. They are held in
person at Milton Country Park starting 21 March 2021 for 8 weeks. To find out more and register,
go to https://ww.scambs.gov.uk/sport-health-and-wellbeing/wild-minds/
RECYCLING
Greater Cambridge Shared Waste Service

The Waste service got a boost this month, which I think was well deserved. Her Royal Highness,
The Princess Royal paid a socially distanced visit to the Waterbeach depot on 25th March, where
she met and chatted to the men and women who continued to work during the pandemic. Their
work was the more difficult as more waste was generated during lockdown, and their work pattern
had to change to take account of social distancing guidelines and reduced workforce due to the need
for colleagues to shield.
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The Princess Royal also got to see Dennis Eagle eCollect, the first electric bin lorry to be operating
in Cambridgeshire.
Additional Blue Bins – Households can order more blue recycling bins, up to a maximum of 4 for
free.
TRANSPORT
A428 Black Cat to Caxton Gibbet Upgrade

CONTRACT AWARDED For A428 Upgrade
On March 23rd, Government announced the award of the £507m contract to Skanska to deliver the
A428 Black Cat to Caxton Gibbet road improvements. This has been a very long time coming as I
recall attending meetings of the A428/A421 Alliance led by the Hunts MPs Jonathan Djanogly and
Alistair Burt to campaign and lobby Government to upgrade the road. And it worked!
However, the project is sadly lacking in walking and cycling infrastructure and there is a lack of
clarity around how much environmental enhancement will be associated with the new route. The
DCO (Development Consent Order) has been submitted to and accepted by the Planning
Inspectorate. This is the opportunity to try and get the environmental aspects beefed up by
registering to be involved in the examination process as an Interested Party. Check out their website
at https://highwaysengland.co.uk/our-work/a428-black-cat-to-caxton-gibbet/
East West Rail – Bedford to Cambridge Railway.
The East West Railway Company announced their detailed routes for the new railway line from
Bedford to Cambridge, including the route alignments that they prefer. The second non-statutory
public consultation asking for our views starts on 31 March 2021 and ends on 9th June 2021.
There a 5 potential routes, but EWR seem to have a preference for two of these, and for the new
station at Cambourne North. The route then goes south east to Cambridge South Station, opening up
transportation from the West of Cambridge to the expanding biomedical campus and other business
parks and job opportunities beyond.
These plans will have a big impact on several South Cambridgeshire villages, including Bourn and
Caldecote. People in the villages are already expressing their understandable concern about
potential impact on their communities and on the local environment. I encourage everyone to
respond to the consultation so that it informs the final route selection by EWR. South Cambs will
also be responding as a Statutory Consultee on behalf of the district.
It is vital that this new line contributes fully to the move to zero carbon from day one. That means
that the line must be designed to be electrified and that no diesel trains should be allowed to use it.
The consultation website is at https://eastwestrail.co.uk/ so please have your say. Feel free to send
me your views so I can take that into account when I respond and pass on to the Council.
Cambourne to Cambridge (C2C) Busway

The Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) announced earlier this year that it had commissioned
Amey Consulting to carry out independent audit of the key assumptions and constraints
underpinning the selection of the C2C preferred route. The purpose is to test how robust the
assumptions are, and whether they are still appropriate in the light of emerging plans for the
Cambridge Autonomous Metro (CAM) project.
District Councillor Tumi Hawkins
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Those assumptions and constraints have been published and can be found at
https://www.greatercambridge.org.uk/asset-library/assumptions-constraints-statement-final.pdf
Anyone interested in commenting should submit their comments to
C2Caudit@sharedintelligence.net by 23 April 2021.
CAM Metro - Combined Peterborough and Cambridgeshire Authority (CPCA).
If you read the local Cambridge Press you will be aware of the Mayor’s plans to build a Metro at a
cost of between £2bn and £4bn. It has so far been very difficult to work out where this huge sum of
money is to come from. But finally we have seen a report that says that the bulk of it will come
from something called ‘land value capture’, raised from building potentially between 5 and 7 new
garden villages in South Cambs and Huntingdon.
What is perhaps not so well know is that the CPCA is not a planning authority, has not statutory
planning powers and so cannot determine if a development can be built or where it could go. So
instead of giving us any certainty over how the CAM Metro can be funded we are now even more
confused by the Mayor’s plans!
The Boat Race

This year the Oxford Cambridge Boat Race will be held near Ely on Sunday 4 April as a closed
sporting event, without spectators. Fans are encouraged to follow BBC television coverage of the
race, as the riverbank and roads in the area will be closed to the public. Organisers are urging the
public to “stay safe, stay away.” This is a closed event with no spectators to keep everyone safe.
The Environment Agency has also implemented river restrictions and closures over the bank
holiday weekend.
LOCAL ISSUES
Bourn

Flooding has been high on the agenda for many communities because of the heavy rains last winter.
You may recall that I provided comprehensive information in my February report and encouraged
communities to give information to and work with communities to identify who owns which piece
of waterway or ditch etc., and encourage maintenance and/or repairs to be done.
The Bourn Brook is one of the important waterways in the district and until recently, I was not
aware that South Cambs maintained it. That work has I’m told been an annual one to clear debris
and keep the water flowing. The banks though are the responsibility of the adjacent land owners.
The South Cambs team and I met with the Parish council team on a sunny day last month to “walk”
the brook. We inspected the brook and some of the ditches along Caxton Road. I had no waders so
my walk in the brook was short. I got to wade at the ford! The Council team have now carried out
some clearance works and will be meeting again with the parish council and the Bourn Gold club
owners in April.
Caldecote

Sewage Leak: The case of the leaking sewage system on Highfields Road was a rather smelly affair.
Thank you to all those who reported it. It is an Anglian Water responsibility, rather than any of the
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two councils. But it took teamwork of residents, Parish Council, District Councillor and District
Council Officers to get Anglian Water to sort it.
Highways Closure: The mind boggles as to how with little coordination, two road blocking repairs
were to be carried out simultaneously in the village. The eagle eyed residents spotted that the first
road closure at the bottom of the village was from 23rd March to 7th April. So there was no access to
Fox Road. Then we got notification of a second road works from 29th March to 2nd April, blocking
Highfields Road from Grafton Drive to Strympole Way. That would have blocked in residents of
Strympole way, Blythe Way and all the roads off it including Woodfield, and Furlong Way/Copel
close – perhaps just over a third of the village!!
I raised it with the Street Works team and chased even via twitter and finally on Friday got word
that the second road closure had been postponed following discussions with the Utilities company.
Phew!
Casework
Irrespective of the current Covid19 lockdown, please do feel free to contact me with comments, questions,
problems, reports, suggestions or complaints to do with SCDC services. I will help as best I can.
Please remember - The maxim Hands – Face – Space still very much the rule. Stay safe.

Tumi
Tumi Hawkins
1 April 2021
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