CALDECOTE PARISH COUNCIL
(South Cambridgeshire District)
MINUTES
A meeting of this Council was held in the Sports Pavilion, Caldecote
On Thursday 4th November 2021.
Members of the public are reminded that copies of reports and supporting documentation for
agenda items can be obtained from the Parish Council website, http://caldecote.gov.uk or upon
request to the Parish Clerk.
Present: Cllr Polly Field (PF, Chairman), Cllr John Barker (JB), Cllr and District Cllr Tumi
Hawkins (TH), Cllr Jack Lang (JL) and Cllr Nicola Pritchard (NP).
In Attendance: Alan Melton (Parish Clerk), Katy Reeves (Deputy Clerk), County Cllr M. Atkins.
There were four members of the public present, including 2 prospective candidates for co-option.
1.

Public open forum – Mr P Claridge reported on his detailed evaluation of the flood risk
and other issues associated with the latest revisions to the Linden Homes phase 2
planning application (21/02265/FUL), noting that there are several important concerns
that he wished to bring to the attention of Councillors. This was discussed further under
agenda item 9.
Mr Claridge further reported that he has volunteered to co-ordinate the creation of a
Flood Plan for the village and has spoken to the Project Officer at the District Council,
who has provided information and resources. It was agreed that this will be carried out
in conjunction with the Parish Council and that a working group be put together to work
on the plan (membership to be formally decided at the next Parish Council meeting).
The Chair thanked Mr Claridge for taking on the project.

2.

Apologies for absence – Apologies were received from Cllr Claire Robinson (CR).

3.

Members’ declarations of pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests – Cllr N Pritchard
declared an interest in planning application 21/03962/FUL, which relates to her
property.

4.

Chairman’s Announcements – There were no announcements.

5.

Minutes of the last Meeting – The minutes of the Council meeting held on 7th October
2021 were approved as a correct record and duly signed by Cllr P Field.

6.

Actions
•

7.

Vacancies – The Clerk reported that two applications had been received for cooption to the Council and that both candidates have provided application forms
confirming that they meet the statutory requirements to be a member of a local
council. It was RESOLVED that Sharon Pedley and Priya Nair be co-opted to
the Parish Council. Cllr Pedley and Cllr Nair duly signed the declaration of
acceptance of office and took their seats.

Report from District Councillor and County Councillor
District Cllr T Hawkins provided a monthly report (attached). Key points included:
• An update on COVID-19, noting that the rapidly rising rates have led to the
classification of Cambridgeshire as an Enhanced Response Area.
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•

•
•

Notice that the Local Plan – first proposals consultation is now open and runs
until 13th December 2021. A few aspects of the plan were highlighted as being of
particular interest to Caldecote residents, including the transport strategy, the
inclusion of the Linden homes phase 2 site, an employment site situated near
the boundary between Dray Drayton Ward and Caldecote Ward and the
proposed expansion to Cambourne. A series of Zoom meetings have been
arranged for residents to discuss the plan with Cllr Hawkins. Details will be
placed on the Parish Council website.
In invitation to Councillors and residents to the A428 Development Corridor
meeting on 24th November 2021.
A reminder that the Caldecote Liaison Forum Meeting takes place on Wed 17th
November 2021.

County Cllr M Atkins provided a monthly report (attached). Key points included:
• Information on the classification of Cambridgeshire as a Covid-19 Enhanced
Response Area.
• Information on the ways in which the County Council have been marking
COP26, including information in e-bike and heat-pump schemes.
Cllr. J Barker asked whether the ‘Greenways’ cycle path project could be extended to
Caldecote. MA noted that this has not been ruled out but that the current plans need to
be implemented before additional routes are added.
Cllr Field raised several Highways issues, including the need for additional speed
restrictions or speed calming measures in the village. MA suggested that a working
group be created to investigate options and consider putting in a LHI bid next year,
8.

Consultation – Local Plan – It was agreed that Councillors will send any comments to
the Clerk and that the Council’s response will be agreed at the December Parish
Council meeting.

9.

Planning Applications
• 21/04461/HFUL, Single storey rear infill extension following the demolition of garden
room and new roof to side extension at|: 75 Highfields Road, Highfields, Caldecote.
It was RESOLVED to make no objection to the application. Cllr T Hawkins abstained
from the vote.
• 21/04450/HFUL: Installation of conservatory at rear of: 26, Highfields Road,
Highfields, Caldecote.
It was RESOLVED to make no objection to the application. Cllr T Hawkins abstained
from the vote.
• 21/03962/FUL: Creation of new highway access. At 121 Highfields Road, Highfields,
Caldecote.
Cllr Pritchard left the room during the consideration of this application
It was RESOLVED to make no objection to the application. Cllr T Hawkins abstained
from the vote.
• Flooding – Linden Homes: A report from Mr P Claridge on the revised plans for
drainage and other aspects of the development submitted by Linden Homes for
planning application 21/02265/FUL was considered (see attached). It was RESOLVED
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that the Council will send updated comments on the application, recommending refusal
on the grounds of the concerns raised in the report and requesting that the application
be referred to the planning committee. The Parish Council noted several additional
concerns and requests to be included in the comments:
• Please ensure that CPC is kept informed of developments.
• No decision notice of approval until this has been resolved.
• Planning drainage for Phase 1 still not complete and adhered to.
• Phase 2 further development will be to the detriment to Phase 1.
• Concerns that run offs will affect Highfields Road.
Cllr T Hawkins abstained from the vote.
Councillors also discussed concerns regarding the drainage of Phase I of the
development site, noting that drainage may not have been installed according to the
agreed timetable and that drain blockages causing runoff along Highfields Road have
been reported. It was agreed that these will be reported to the Enforcement Officer at
SCDC.
Action: Clerk
10.

Financial Reports –
• Summary of receipts and payments. A report on the on current budget vs.
expenditure dated 28th October 2021 was received and approved.
• Bank Reconciliation. The bank reconciliation dated 25th October 2021 was received
and approved.
• Accounts for payment. The schedule of payments (attached) was received. It was
RESOLVED that the payment of bills be approved.

11.

Budget – update – The Clerk reported that he has received a letter from the District
Council notifying him that the tax base has increased to 831.2 homes, which will
increase the budget by approximately £8000. The Clerk further noted that the Council
will need to budget for potential elections (approximately £3000) and additional training
for new Councillors (approximately £1500) in the 2022/2023 budget. The draft budget
will be present to Councillors and considered at the December Parish Council meeting.

12.

Leisure and Amenities report – Cllr P Field reported that an updated quote has been
sought for the provision of the next stage of the play equipment for the play area at
Furlong Way. This is likely to be more expensive than the previous quote due to
changes in the prices of materials and the need for additional pieces of equipment.
Cllr Field requested that all Councillors identify areas of the village in need of
maintenance.

13.

Play Equipment = Stage 2 – Report from Chairman/ Clerk. As above

14.

Social Media Policy – The draft communications and social media policy was
considered by the Council. It was agreed that this will be revised by the Deputy Clerk
and discussed at a future meeting.

15.

Correspondence – The Clerk reported that he received a request to discuss vehicle
speed indicators for Highfields Road and extending the Greenway from Hardwick to
Highfields.
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16.

Councillor Reports–
Cllr T Hawkins repeated her previous request that a list of all correspondence sent to
the Parish Council be provided with the meeting agenda and provided an example of
such a list provided by another Parish Council.
Cllr S Pedley suggested that road closure information be added to the Events Calendar
on the Parish Council website.
Cllr N Pritchard noted that she had received reports of a salt bin at the entrance of West
Drive being moved. It was noted that the bin belongs to, and is positioned on land
owned by, the Highways department of the County Council.
Cllr J Barker raised the issue of radar speed indicators. It was agreed that money
towards this be added to the budget.
Cllr J Barked noted that the hedgerow at the bottom end of the village is overhanging. It
was noted that this work is the responsibility of the County Council and that the
hedgerows were last cut in September.

17.

Dates and times of the next meeting – Thursday 2nd December 2021
The Meeting Closed at 8.45 pm

Signed: ___________________
Dated: _______________
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SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS: to consider and approve the schedule of payments. * = cost incurred
as a result of vandalism.
Key to Frequency (Freq) codes:
O = ‘one-off’ or intermittent regular payment with no set frequency.
T = Termly (usually associated with youth club payments which get invoiced on a termly basis) A =
Annually. M = Monthly. Q = Quarterly. ½ = Half-Yearly.
Payments made since last meeting that require Council approval

Payment
date
11/10/21

Voucher #

Amount

To

For

119

92.64

BT

15/10/21

127

10.00

Nicola
Pritchard

18/10/21

128

66.95

28/10/21

131

350.54

British
Gas
HMRC

28/10/21

132-134

1460.38

28/10/21

129

22.67

Staff
salaries
P Field

28/10/21

130

50.00

P Field

Pavilion
broadband
Community
support
phone
Pavilion
electricity
PAYE Oct
2021
Salaries Oct
2021
Cleaning
supplies
Dog bin
installation

Budget
Code
38

Freq

34

M

36

M

33

M

27,28,29

M

44

O

54

O

New payments yet to be made requiring Council approval

Amount

To

For

Budget Code

Freq

19.50

Katy Reeves

6

M

202.25

Alan Melton

5

M

112.00

R L Hartwell

38

O

48.00
1822.32

Loho Ltd
CGM

16
54

A
O

1822.32

CGM

54

O

9.60

P Field

38

O

200.40

Huttie

Expenses Oct
21
Expenses Oct
21
Pavilion
cleaning
Email hosting
1/8 grounds
maintenance
contract (Sep
21)
1/8 grounds
maintenance
contract (Oct
21)
Pavilion
supplies (soap)
Lighting repairs
Pavilion

54

O

34

M

South Cambridgeshire District Council – Caldecote Ward
(comprises the Parishes of Caldecote, Childerley, Kingston, Bourn, Longstowe & Little Gransden)

Councillor’s Monthly Report – November 2021
This report of previous month events is for all the Ward, so please be aware that some of the content
may not be relevant to your particular Parish.

General

Please contact me with comments, questions, problems, reports, suggestions or complaints to do
with SCDC services. These are housing need, housing repairs for council tenants, planning,
benefits, council tax, bin collection, environmental health issues etc. Don’t fight on your own. I am
available to help you to get the best outcome possible for your situation.
Check out articles on my facebook page https://www.facebook.com/itsCouncillorTumi and my blog
http://www.TumiHawkins.org.uk. What I post on there is my view and not LibDem or South Cambs
official policy unless I state that it is.
COVID19 UPDATE

As I reported last month Covid infection cases across Cambridgeshire county rose significantly.
Infection rates have continued to rise. Cambridgeshire Community Services NHS Trust have
announced it is offering Covid19 vaccines to 12-15 year olds. It is now possible to book
appointments for them at local large scale vaccination centres via the National Booking Services
at www.nhs.uk/covidvaccine or by calling 119. Children must be accompanied by a parent or
guardian to their pre-booked appointment.
The R value and growth rate

The R value as of 22-October is between 1.0 and 1.2 meaning that, on average, every 10 people
infected will infect between 10 and 12 other people. The growth rate is currently between 1% and
+3% which means that the number of new infections could be growing by between 1% and 3%
every day. Find more on Gov website https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-r-value-and-growth-rate.
The main points in the latest covid activity report are:
•
•
•
•
•

Case rates were highest in those aged 10 to 19, with a weekly rate of 1,366.8 per 100,000
population
The lowest case rates were in those aged 80 and above, with a weekly rate of 121.2 per
100,000 population
Weekly case rates per 100,000 population were highest in the South West at 667.6 and
lowest in London with 253.0
The hospital admission rate for week 41 was 7.20 per 100,000 population compared to 6.26
in the previous week
The highest hospital admission rates continue to be those aged 85 and above
The announcement is at https://www.gov.uk/government/news/national-flu-and-covid19surveillance-reports-published and the report is at
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/national-flu-and-covid-19-surveillance-reports-2021to2022-season
Hawkins
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Enhanced Response Area (ERA) Classification

The rapidly rising Covid19 infection rates in older people (60+) combined with the low vaccination
rate in some parts of the region is putting severe pressure on Health Services. This led to the
District Councillor Tumi

Director of Public Health for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough (PHCP)asking and the Government
agreeing to classify Cambridgeshire and Peterborough as an Enhanced Response Area (ERA). This
classification will be for at least five weeks starting on 1 November 2021. This ERA status will
enable the PHCP to ask for and get additional support to accelerate vaccine rollout to 12-15 year
olds in areas where infection rates are highest. Also to help deliver booster vaccinations quicker and
increase vaccination rates in the areas with the lowest uptake so far.
The advice given to schools before the half term that face coverings should be worn in secondary
school communal areas, and that meetings happen virtually where possible still stands. PHCP will
ask for more funding to push communications to the general public to wear face coverings in
crowded and enclosed areas, get vaccinated, meet outdoors where possible and let fresh air into
homes or other enclosed spaces.
More information at https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/enhanced-response-area-statusvitalto-protect-nhs-and-vital-services
Workplace Covid19 Guidance: It is a legal requirement for employers to ensure an adequate
supply of fresh air (ventilation) in enclosed areas of the workplace and, alongside cleaning, hygiene
and handwashing, good ventilation is one of the best ways to reduce the spread of COVID-19. The
Health and Safety Executive (HSE) has updated guidance to help councils and businesses identify
poor ventilation in work areas and take practical steps to improve it. There are also a series of new
ventilation guidance videos Guidance: https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/equipment-andmachinery/index.htm https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/equipment-and-machinery/how-you-canimproveventilation.htm https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/index.htm Videos:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUgskOJdB41CvP0CffILI7unWe0QGYFm8
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/equipment-and-machinery/air-conditioningandventilation/index.htm
New requirements for travel can be found at https://www.gov.uk/government/news/movetolateral-flow-tests-for-travel-begins-today. Lateral flow tests must be taken as soon as possible on
the day of arrival in England or at the latest before the end of a passenger’s second day and can now
be purchased from the list of private providers on GOV.UK from as little as £22. Lateral flow tests
for international travel must be purchased from a private provider, as NHS Test and Trace lateral
flow tests cannot be used for international travel.
COVID Business support grants update

Our Business Support team has just finished administering its final tranche of COVID-related
business support funding. We’ve paid out £1,377,000 in Government funding to 102 South
Cambridgeshire businesses since July this year, as part of our Growth Fund. This is a fund
supporting businesses who are looking to diversify, scale or start up in our region. Thanks to our
Business Support and Finance colleagues for their efforts in making this such a smooth scheme to
administer. It means that, as a Council, we’ve paid out more £38 million in Government funding via
local business support grants since the onset of COVID.

District Councillor Tumi Hawkins
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Greater Cambridge Local Plan – First Proposals

•
•
•
•
•
•

The consultation is now open for the Greater Cambridge Local Plan First Proposals from 9am
Monday 1st November until 5pm on 13 December 2021. Here are the key links for your easy
reference:
Local Plan homepage - www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/localplan which is also where
the event listings are for in-person and online events
Interactive map is at https://bit.ly/GCLP-InteractiveMap
Full version Digital plan – https://bit.ly/GCP-DigitalPlan
Document library - https://bit.ly/GCLP-DocumentLibrary
Quick questionnaire - https://bit.ly/GCLP-QuickQuestionnaire
All Events - https://bit.ly/GCLP-Events
The first online event/webinar is taking place on Thursday 4th November 2021 on zoom, 12 to 1pm.
It will be to talk about the plan and how to comment. Join via Zoom using the Passcode 164536.
We have put #ClimateChange at the heart of this new Local Plan. We are ahead of government on
this issue and even ahead of #COP26. We are #GreeningSouthCambridgeshire
Everyone who lives in the district or does business in the district have a stake in this emerging local
plan, so please get involved. I am particularly keen to hear from young people because these
proposals will most likely be seeing the light of day in their time, and they would be the ones that
live with it for most of their lives. Therefore it is important we hear from them what they think life
would be like say from 2031 onwards. What makes a great place for them, how is their wellbeing to
be protected based on their vision.
We have structured this consultation in a way to make it easy for you to read the sections that are of
interest to you without having to wade through pages and pages of technical stuff.
The only proposal that is in Caldecote Ward is the inclusion of Phase 2 of Linden Homes
development for 74 homes. The employment site proposed on the old St Neots Road is in Dry
Drayton ward but is on boundary of and impacts Caldecote. I will be holding online zoom events
specifically for villages in Caldecote Ward on the following dates/times:

•
•
•
•

Tuesday 9th November 6pm-7.30pm: Meeting ID: 829 3824 7736, Passcode: 253835
Monday15th November, 7pm to 8.30pm: Meeting ID 844 3831 9981, Passcode: 963448
Tuesday 23rd November 6pm – 7.30pm: Meeting ID: 829 3824 7736, Passcode: 253835
Wednesday 1st December 7pm to 8.30pm: Meeting ID- 833 8801 5686, Passcode: 301402
Check out my blog and facebook page for details and updates on these planned meetings.
Digital initiatives to make planning process more accessible

On 22 October the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) announced
that new digital tools to help local people have their say in the planning process will be trialled in
13 areas across England. Over £1million funding has been allocated to 13 planning authorities
under the PropTech Engagement Fund, to test new digital initiatives to make the planning process
more open and accessible and improve public engagement.
The Greater Cambridge Shared Planning service has been awarded £98,250 as part of this trial.
The pilots, which will run until March 2022, will inform the government’s work to modernise the
planning system. DLUHC is working with planning authorities to establish best practice and
identify where further digital guidance and innovations are needed.

District Councillor Tumi Hawkins
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Black History Month 2021

The celebrations just concluded and went well. Some of the content presented and shared can still
be found on the South cambs website at https://www.scambs.gov.uk/your-councilanddemocracy/equality-and-diversity/equality-activities-and-events/. I highly recommend checking
some of them out if you have not done so already.
South Cambridgeshire Outdoor Christmas market

Arrangements for this event is ongoing. It is being held in collaboration with Cambourne Town
Council and scheduled for to take place on the High Street on Sunday 5 December 12Noon to 6PM.
Put it in your diary to attend.
Zero Carbon Communities – Green Connect networking event

Our Zero Carbon Communities team is launching a series of monthly networking events - Zero
Carbon Communities Green Connect - to bring South Cambridgeshire's residents and community
groups together to discuss a different theme each month. To tie in with COP26, the theme of the
first event is COP26: what it means for South Cambridgeshire. It will kick off with a talk by Cllr
Pippa Heylings, followed by Q&A and discussion, before attendees are split into small break-out
rooms to share inspiration, challenges and ideas. The event will take place on 9 November from
7:30pm to 8:30pm. Further information about the events taking place over COP26 is available on
our COP26 webpage at https://www.scambs.gov.uk/nature-and-climate-change/cop26/
"On Your Doorstep" - Promoting Local Businesses

South Cambridgeshire District Council have launched a ‘On your Doorstep’ social media campaign
to help showcase local shops, hospitality, businesses, attractions and outdoor spaces- providing
residents with inspiration for different activities and treats that can also help to support the local
economy. We would appreciate Parish Councils sharing this campaign on their own social media
platforms to help promote our wonderful district.
Follow SCDC social media accounts on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter to find out what’s on in
our local high streets and green spaces throughout the autumn, and in the run up to Christmas. Or
search our hashtag #OnYourDoorstepSCDC. For more information, please visit
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/coronavirus-information-for-businesses/reopening-thehighstreet/on-your-doorstep/
Rehoming Afghan Refugees

The three Afghan families we were expecting have now arrived and are settling into their new
homes. We expect to be hosting a further five in due course.
Health and Wellbeing

The Action for Happiness theme for October is New Ways November. The calendar is at
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/november This month’s actions are encouraging us to learn
something new or getting involved in an activity that really absorbs and interests us because it is
great for our wellbeing. Do continue to share this calendar?
New devices for disadvantaged children and young people in school or college

The Department for Education (DfE) has announced that the Get Help with Technology (GHwT)
service is providing an additional 500,000 laptops and tablets so that disadvantaged children and
young people in school or college can access remote education and social care services. DfE is
offering various grants to help councils, schools and colleges with:
•
the cost of technical support to set up and reset devices they received from GHwT
District Councillor Tumi Hawkins
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•

providing connectivity support to children and young people who do not otherwise have
access to suitable internet connectivity at home
Further information about these grants, including the eligibility criteria, is available on GOV.UK
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/care-leavers-and-disadvantaged-pupils-to-benefit-from126million-investment-in-new-laptops-and-tablets
Caldecote Liaison Forum Meeting: The next one is taking place on Wednesday 17th November
2021 on Teams. The meeting, which I chair, is expected to be attended by representatives of the two
major developers (Linden and Balfour Beatty), and officers from South Cambs District Council.
A428 Development Corridor Meeting: Please save the date of 24th November 5.45pm to 8pm for
a meeting of Bourn Airfield and Cambourne Communities. This is an information sharing meeting
to discuss the creation of a Community Forum for the developments along the A428 corridor, and
the local plan in general and this corridor in particular. You can find out more about some of the
other community forums for major developments in the district on the Council website at
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-development/community-forums/ . These forums go as far
back as 2015 and were devised as a means of keeping the existing and new communities informed
of what is happening in the new developments as they get built out.
Casework
Irrespective of the current Covid19 lockdown, please do feel free to contact me with comments, questions,
problems, reports, suggestions or complaints to do with SCDC services. I will help as best I can.
You will find the current and past reports at https://tumihawkins.org.uk/2020-21-monthly-reports/. Feel free
to read, share and/or download.
Please stay safe. The maxim Hands – Face – Space - Fresh Air is still very much the rule.

Tumi
Tumi Hawkins
3 November 2021

District Councillor Tumi Hawkins

Email me @:
Read my blog at:
Twitter:
Facebook
LinkedIn
Call me on:
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County Councillor Report
Cllr Michael Atkins, Hardwick Division
October 2021
Summary

•
•
•
•
•
•

Covid-19: Enhanced Response Area announced, vaccinations available for 12-15 year
olds
Consultation opens on Local Plan
Marking COP26: Swaffham Prior and pledges
Grants available for community flood groups
News from the Combined Authority: buses and other transport
Contact details

Covid-19 Enhanced Response Area

On Monday 1st November Cambridgeshire was made an “Enhanced Response Area” for
tackling the Covid pandemic by the national government. This reflects that the County is
estimated to be several weeks ‘ahead’ of the rest of the country in the latest wave of
infections, hospitalisations and deaths. Pressures on health and education services remain
severe, particularly for ambulances and secondary schools. The ERA status will last for at
least five weeks and will unlock further funding for:
• accelerating the rollout of vaccines to 12-15 year olds;
• accelerating the booster vaccination programme; and
• increasing vaccination rates in areas with the lowest uptake.
There are ongoing discussions with the Department for Education about additional measures
for schools, but in the meantime, face coverings will be worn in communal areas in
secondary schools, and meetings of staff/parents will be virtual where possible. In the final
week before half term, 1,240 cases were identified in schools across Cambridgeshire so these
measures are very important.
Vaccines are being offered to 12-15 year olds both in schools, and now also at vaccination
centres on Saturdays and Sundays (the nearest for us being the Grafton Centre). Bookings can
be made via www.nhs.uk/covidvaccine or by calling 119. The vaccines cannot be given on a
walk-in basis to this age group so please book an appointment before visiting a centre.
If you are a household contact of a positive case, even if you personally don’t have to isolate
anymore, you a strongly encouraged to take daily Lateral Flow Tests whilst the confirmed
case isolates, particularly if you are going into school on a regular basis.
All of the previous advice continues to apply – get vaccinated, meet people outdoors where
possible, wear masks and improve ventilation when indoors.
Consultation opens on Local Plan (District Council)

The District council is now inviting views on the Local Plan First Proposals as discussed
previously. Residents have until 13th November to comment on the proposals, both the siting
of new housing, and the important policies alongside it, such as biodiversity and access to
green space. This is perhaps the most important piece of local government work affecting our
area, so it’s important we all contribute. If you have any questions, ask your District
Councillor in the first instance, but failing that do come back to me.
https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/localplan

Marking COP26

The County Council has been marking the Glasgow Climate Change meeting (COP26) in a
number of ways. Councillors have been making green pledges to reduce their climate impact,
in my case, cooking more vegan and vegetarian food.
I also took part in an e-bike ride to Swaffham Prior, where the Council is supporting the
village to move off oil-heating to a community wide heat-pump scheme. It’s the first scheme
of its kind in the country, and is being followed very closely; I can see it being replicated in
the future, particularly for other villages not on the gas network. Where villages are
connected to gas I think it’s still an open question whether we should be moving towards
individual heat pumps, community schemes or replacing the gas with hydrogen: time will
tell!
I must also report that e-bikes are pretty revolutionary. We were a mixed group of all ages
and abilities and cycled 9 miles out to Swaffham without any difficulty whatsoever. They
would make a very pleasant way to commute even longer distances, and an excellent way to
stay active for leisure purposes too. Voi, who manage the e-scooters in the City centre, are
also offering e-bikes now if you want to try one. I expect to see more support for these forms
of travel in the future from the councils and particularly the Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough Mayor.
Grants available for community flood groups

A new fund has been launched for watercourse maintenance, particularly where the ‘riparian
owner’ (i.e. the person responsible for maintaining the watercourse) cannot be identified or
cannot afford to undertake maintenance themselves. Although riparian ownership is well
established in law, it is not widely understood, and if watercourses are not maintained this
can quickly cause or exacerbate flooding issues following heavy rain.
If there are any watercourses in your village causing concerns, please let me know, and we
will see if we can secure improvements either from the owner, or from this new fund.
News from Combined Authority/Mayor (Cambs. & Peterborough)

The CA has secured funding for thirty new zero-emission buses in Cambridge city, which
you will hopefully see soon. They are also trialling an on-demand bus service (called “Ting”)
in Huntingdonshire: a sort of cross between Uber and a bus. If it’s successful we might see it
rolled out in other rural areas.
In addition, they are refreshing the “Local Transport and Connectivity Plan”, starting with a
review of the key principles behind it. Residents are encouraged to engage with the process at
https://yourltcp.co.uk/
Contact Details

Councillors and residents are welcome to contact me on any issue which is concerning them:
Cllr Michael I. Atkins
matkinslibdem@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/cllrmichaelatkins
07968 264637

Timetable of works:
Condition 1 - We want the drainage ditch along the Clare Drive/Damms Pastures boundary to
be in place before any more soil is stripped.
When water runs-off the site that ditch must be in place to catch it.
Condition 2 - For Phase 2, we want the council to monitor this, and approve it before any
other work starts.
The timetabling condition was in place for Phase 1 but was ignored until enforcement action
was taken.

Clare Drive/Damms Pastures Boundary treatment:
Condition 3 - We want confirmation that no clearance will take place until the position of the
boundary has been confirmed with adjacent landowners
The position of the boundary is not clear, the original fence position is buried deep within the
hedge – the position doesn’t appear to match the plans we see.
Clarification - We want confirmation of exactly what is planned, and how screening along the
boundary is to be maintained during development
The arboricultural impact assessment shows that this boundary is to be cleared,
(https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/onlineapplications/files/42C7FA0FFE3DB40B53FF2312AE7E2B5E/pdf/21_02265_FULARBORICULTURAL_IMPACT_ASSESSMENT___METHOD_STATEMENT-5812944.pdf
‘3.7.3. G15 [the Clare Drive/Damms Pastures boundary] which is made up of the remnants of
a delipidated hedgerow will need to be removed where stems exist within the development
boundary, to allow for the construction of the drainage ditch around the site's perimeter; all
stems originating outside of the boundary will be retained to maintain an element
of screening.’
The soft landscape proposals show new hedge plantation
This contradicts many other documents and drawings (eg
https://applications.greatercambridgeplanning.org/onlineapplications/files/37F21E3963065BF073A00C014AE86C36/pdf/21_02265_FULTREE_PROTECTION_PLAN-5812939.pdf) which show that they will retain the landscape
buffer
In this context, it is not clear what is meant by ‘retain landscape buffer’

Drainage ditches and position:
Condition 4 - We need enough separation between the new drainage ditch on the southern
side of the site and the Clare Drive ditch to avoid water flowing into the Clare Drive ditch.

The new drainage ditch runs very close to the Clare Drive/Damms Pastures boundary. This
gives the probability of water crossing over into the Clare Drive ditch, allowing water to flow
back into the Highfields Road ditch, risking flooding further down.
This risk is high, as this section of the site has held standing water for much of the last winter
(low rainfall year) and drainage nodes along this section of the boundary show FLOOD RISK.
Streetlighting:
Condition 5 - Specification of the Phase2 street lighting should be inserted, meeting Linden’s
own ecological mitigation recommendation.
Linden’s ECOLOGICAL_IMPACT_ASSESSMENT_UPDATED_SEPT_21_PAGE_1-50-5812946
specifies the lighting that should be used near hedgerows, to allow bats to commute and
forage.
Any development should implement this low spread lighting, angled to avoid overspill onto
the hedge, on lamp posts no more than 8m high. Design documents only show (Design and
Access statement section 5) that lighting will be to an adoptable standard.
Condition 6 - Also, houses along the hedgerow boundaries should have covenants prohibiting
high power security lighting, again as in their own ecological mitigation recommendation.

Objections in Principle to development 21/02265/FUL
•
•
•
•
•
•

Previous outline consent was only given because, at that time, there was not a 5 year land supply, so
the NPPF overrode the Local Plan. That no longer applies, so development should be according to the
Local Plan.
South Cambs District Council objected to the previous application for outline consent sufficiently strongly
to challenge the plan through to Public Inquiry. All the reasons for objection still stand. All that has
changed is that the Local Plan now has force.
Development of the site would go against the Local Plan: It is outside the village development boundary,
and is not listed as an exception site. Therefore the development should not be developed.
Even if it were deemed as inside the village boundary, Highfields Caldecote is a Group Village, so
development should be limited to 8 houses for a greenfield site, or 15 for a brownfield.
All the brownfield land on the whole site was taken into the Phase 1 development, so this area was then
greenfield, and should still be treated as such, to avoid benefitting developers for putting tarmac on top
of a greenfield site.
Allowing this development would give rise to precedents for developments going against the Local Plan.

If the development is accepted in principle, we would request the following conditions:
Boundary with houses on Clare Drive & Damms Pastures.
Condition 1: Before any boundary vegetation is removed or enhanced adjacent owners must be consulted and an
agreement reached.
Background: Conveyancing documentation from the construction of Clare Drive (and Damms Pastures) shows
that the boundary runs down the centre of the vegetation separating the phase 2 development and Clare Drive.
Linden can not make unilateral decisions on the boundary treatment.
Condition 2: Retain and enhance the boundary vegetation with Clare Drive as stated in the submitted 'Landscape
and visual impact assessment'
Background: We wish to follow section Section 4.23 of the Landscape and visual impact assessment' as
submitted, quote: "Boundary vegetation [with Clare Drive] includes Hawthorn, Ash, Blackthorn and English Elm.
This vegetation should be maintained where possible to reduce potential views of the residential properties of
Clare Drive.” There are inconsistencies between the soft landscaping plan and the Landscape Assessment. We
would like to verify the detailed plans, and intend that the existing trees and hedging should be retained, along
the boundaries, and supplemented with native hedging, such as Hazel, Quickthorn etc.
Surface Water
Condition 3: Ditch system surrounding site, and ditch to attenuation ponds and attenuation pond to be in place
before house construction starts for phase 2.
Background: Some of the phase 1 drainage that was supposed to be completed before phase 1
development commenced still has not been completed (the attenuation pond was not started as of a couple of
weeks ago, and we can not see the eastern enclosing ditch). So maybe we can get the Phase 2 drainage
installed before phase 2 building starts and encourage policing of this?
Condition 4: Housing along the Clare Drive/Damms Pastures boundary should be built at the natural land level.
The ground level should not be raised, as has been previously proposed.
Street Lighting
Request: Please provide street lighting with the minimum light spillage where the development backs onto the
gardens of adjacent properties. Please consider if street light is required after midnight.
Public footpaths
request: We would welcome early completion of the footpath (even with temporary routing) to complete another
circular walk from East drive/hardwick woods.

Objection to 21/02265/FUL – Linden Phase 2 – 20 October 2021

Summary
•
•
•
•
•
•

The drainage designs provided by Linden to SCDC in October 2021 show that over
45% of the nodes/manholes of the combined phase 1/phase 2 drainage system, and the
attenuation pond, are at risk of flooding in the 1:100 year storm.
This presents a significant direct risk to the residents of phases 1 and 2, and to the rest
of the village from the flooding runoff from the site.
o The addition of phase 2 introduces new flood risks into phase 1.
Additionally, other previously submitted objections (noted below) have not been
addressed in the most recent submission from Linden.
Further consideration of this application must be halted until a satisfactory drainage
plan is submitted.
An urgent electronic meeting is requested with the planning officer and the LLFA so
that these issues can be considered and discussed.
Finally, a series of conditions are listed below that must be attached to any future
planning consent once a future acceptable drainage plan is submitted.

Details
The updated drainage plan published on the SCDC planning site provided by Linden shows
that in the 1:100 year storm event there is extensive risk of flooding across the entire site of
both the phase 1 and phase 2 developments.
These risks are documented in "Highfields Road Caldecote Phase 2 Drainage Strategy
& SUDS Report, cover date July 2020” as amended and uploaded to SCDC in October 2021,
specifically Appendix 4 file name:
DRAINAGE_STRATEGY___SUDS_REPORT_APPENDIX_4-5812745.pdf.
Referring to the last 3 pages of Appendix 4 (extracted to end of this document) where Linden
provide computer simulations shows that there are 26 nodes (aka manholes) at risk of
flooding in both development phases. This represents over 45% of the nodes on the network
at risk of flooding. Note that many of the nodes in the system are at risk of flooding after an
event of only ’15 min winter’.
The nodes at risk are shown on the diagram at the end of this document, which shows a
marked-up plan of the network drawn over Lindens own drainage plans. (As background the
previously submitted phase 2 plan that contained previously notified errors only had 2 nodes
with flood risk.)
Appendix 4 totally demonstrates the invalidity of the claim in the body of the Drainage
Strategy that there is no risk of flooding in the proposed strategy (see section 2.4, the
invalidated claim being quote: "These confirm that the system will not flood for the 1 in
100year event plus 40% climate change and including for 10% urban creep”).
Additionally, the simulation shows that the attenuation pond, and associated upstream and
downstream connections to the attenuation pond are also at risk of flooding. This

demonstrates that the attenuation pond cannot handle the flow of both phases. Note that
effective attenuation is essential as a proportion of the discharge from the site discharges into
a site of scientific interest SSSI at Hardwick wood listed in the Ecological impact statement
as of national importance
With reference to the enclosed marked up plan there are a number of areas of very significant
concern to the whole of the village:
• Nodes 28/29/30. Any flooding from nodes 28/29/30 (identified as at risk in the
simulation) will run into Highfields Road in the exact location where houses on
Highfields Road have been flooded and made uninhabitable.
o This risk has already been demonstrated as a reality this autumn.
o As reported to the Parish council at the October 2021 meeting (at which
district Cllr Tumi Hawkins was also present) significant heavy runoff this
autumn has already been observed from Phase 1 though the northern entrance
onto Highfield Road and then crossing Highfields Road onto the properties on
the West side of Highfields Road.
• Nodes 43/44/45/46. With reference to the topographic site survey (Appendix 3) any
runoff from this area will flow to the southwest towards the junction of Clare Drive
and Highfields Road spilling off the road to the west around node 44.
o The risk of flooding in this area is well known.
o The original Gladman survey identified standing water in this part of the site
o This area of the phase 2 land has been used as a building yard for the phase 1
development over the winter, and standing water was observed continuously
for over 4 months.
We believe that any satisfactory resolution will require not only revised plans but significant
enlargement (replacement) of pipework in the ground and enlargement of the attenuation
pond that must be undertaken before phase 2 commences. Specifically:
• No allowance was made in the phase 1 only drainage design (as previously submitted
to SCDC) for any anticipated future phase 2 generated flows.
o The pipe (nodes 20/21/22/…25 in Appendix 4) from the site to the attenuation
pond that drains the whole site was specified in the approved phase 1 only
plans as a 600mm diameter pipe based on phase 1 flows alone.
• In phase 1 alone parts of the system including the 600mm inflow and outflow of the
attenuation pond were stressed (surcharged) with the flows from phase 1’s 66 houses
(as documented in the Linden provided calculations) before any flows from phase 2
were added.
o This makes the safe addition of the flows from the 74 houses of phase 2
unlikely using the common 600mm pipe to the attenuation pond.
• In the phase 2 design, the same 600mm pipe (nodes 20/21/22/…25 in Appendix 4 of
the previous reference) is specified as carrying flows from phases 1 and 2 with the
Linden documented flooding risk to the inflow and outflow to the attenuation pond.
• With the addition of phase 2 flows the attenuation pond (not pipework) moved in the
respective Linden phase 1 and 2 calculations from surcharged to flood risk.
o The attenuation pond cannot be made deeper as in winter the water table is at
the surface in this area (indeed this area historically has flooding, questioning
the viability of an attenuation pond in this area).
▪ An upgraded attenuation pond without flooding risk will probably
require additional land.

Finally, we note that the LLFA objected to the Linden phase two development as there was
no detailed satisfactory surface water drainage plan (letter from Hilary Ellis on 08/06/21).
We feel that the most recent update makes the drainage plan even more unsatisfactory.

Objections Carried Forward from Previous Submissions
•

Ditch bottom elevation, position and sizings still required.
o We want the plans to include ditch sizes and critically the elevation of the
ditch bottom.
▪ This is of concern as the southern ditch adjacent to Clare Drive runs to
the south east against the fall of the land.
▪ Indeed where the ditches join on the south east corner of the site is a
local high point on the site. Water can not be allowed to flow West
back towards the village.
▪ This sizing has not yet been provided for review.
o We want to ensure there is no breakthrough between the new southern Linden
ditch adjacent to Clare Drive boundary to the existing ditch on the Clare Drive
properties that flows back to Highfield Road
▪ The new southern ditch must me a be a minimum distance from the
site boundary.

Planning Conditions Required
•

•

Policed Timetable. We want a firm timetable (that is policed) to ensure that (uprated)
surface water drainage pipework, and ditch system is installed in final location before
phase 2 ground clearance commences.
o When last checked the ditch towards the attenuation pond and the attenuation
pond for phase 1 have not been completed failing to meet the existing drainage
timetable conditions for phase 1.
Physical Pipe Size Verification. Clearly there is the possibility that a future drainage
design may require existing pipes in the ground to be upgraded. We want
photographic verification of these pipe upgrades.

Replacement
This objection revises objections previously submitted around 20 September 2021 that
contained 6 areas of concern namely: 1. Calculations match plans, 2. No flood risk, 3. Pipe
to attenuation pond sufficient, 4. Attenuation pond size, 5. Ditch bottom elevation and
sizings, 6. Timetable.

Flood Risks Directly From Appendix 4 Marked Onto Appendix 1 Plans

Extract Of Appendix 4 Showing Whole System At Flood Risk Or Surcharged

